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THE CONFEDERATE HALF-DOLLAR. 


552. 1861 Half Dollar. Confederate Chield with Liberty cap 
above, in wreath of sugar and cotton branches; legend, 

- CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA; Rev. Goddess 
of Liberty seated to right in circle of thirteen stars, in ex- 

' ergue 1861. Silver proof, unique, and certainly the most in- 
teresting piece ever comed in America. 


The condition of this piece is that of a superb proof, slightly 
tarnished. This tarnish can undoubtedly be removed, but we let 
the purchaser attend to that. It is the only specimen of the four 


~_ goins originally struck now known to be in existence, and dih- 


_ gent inquiry ever since 1879 has failed to disclose the where- 
_ abouts of any of the other three coins stated to have been struck. 
The piece is a perfect specimen of a coin, the design on each side 
perfectly centered, and the reading absolutely perfect. In 
weight it bears out the supposition that it was struck on a plan- 
chet for a United States half dollar, as it weighs a trifle over 192. 
ins, and 19€ grains was the authorized weight for a United 
States half dollar of 1861. This is the first time this coin has been 
offered for sale since 1882, and has been in the possession of Mr. | 
S.W. Seott, of this city, ever since. This coin is GUARANTEED 
~ TO BE ONE OF THE FOUR ORIGINAL CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA HALF DOLLARS, AND THE GUAR- 
~ ANTEE HOLDS INDEFINITELY. This piece is especially re- 
“markable as teing the ONLY OFFICIAL COIN OF THE 
GREAT LOST “AUSE, and for this reason it possesses not only 
a numismatic, bet a national interest. 

‘This piece is a genuine issue on the part of the Confederate . 
Government. ft» history is as follows: In February, 1861, the 
~ New Orleans mnt fell into the hands of the Confederates. Their 
government, then in session at Montgomery, ordered the ee 
ration of a die for silver coin. In April, Mr. Memminger, Seere- 
tary of the Treasury, called for designs for a Half Dollar. Out 
of several submitted to him, he selected the one we exhibit, and | 
directed Mr. A. H. M. Peterson, who is still living in New Or- 
leans, to prepare the dies. This gentleman did so, aided by Mr. 
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Conrad Schmidt, the foreman of the coining eth 
dies four specimen pieces were struck. Of these four 
_ was sent to the Government; one to Professor Riddell, of t! 
versity of Louisiana; one & Dr. E. Aimes, of New Ork 
one was retained by B. F. Taylor, M. D., the Chief ¢ imer of 
C. S.A, 
It was much easier for the Confederate Gevetnnl at, 
to prepare the dies for issuing coins than to find the 
the coins themselves, and so as this latter eould not be al 
the Confederate Secretary ordered, on the 30th April, 
the operations cease and the mint be closed. The die ¢ "e 
ered useless and practically thrown aside, was taken 38 
Taylor, by whom it has been cherished as a memente. 
Of the other three coins, one was in the possession até 
erson Davis at the time of his capture, and was takes 
with other valuables by the officers securing him. é 
since been heard of. No trace of the other two coins 
tained from the day they were presented te the gen 
named to the present day. See Plate. — 





RARE UNITED STATES PATTERN comme, 


553 1863 Dollar. Copper proof. Obv. The regular die of the 
year. Rev. The same as regular die, bait over the = 
a scroll, the motto ‘‘In God We Trust.”’ THES ® < HE 
FIRST YEAR IN WHICH THE MOTTO WAS rE DO} } S 
A SILVER DOLLAR. Of excessive rarity, and orebably 
not over two or three are known. Only two knows wets. 
silver. May not have been offered at public sale befisre, Se 
Plate. : 
554 1863 Dollar. Identical with the isa see dares 
num. Of equal rarity to last. 
555 1863 Cent. Aluminum proof! Regular die of th 
has ‘‘L’’ on one of the feathers in head-dress. 
rarity. ; ee 
556 1865 Three Dollars. Copper proof, dull obver 
verse. The regular issue. Excessively rare. 


The Lindesmith and LaRiviere Collections 











Robert Bashlow’s Confederate Cent Restrike 


Obverse and Reverse Impressions in Copper Block 





(photo shown reduced) 


3214 1861 Confederate cent. Bashlow Restrike. MS-63 RB. Al- 
though we have assigned a grade, this is merely to provide a 
general sense of the appearance. Normally, an item such as 
this would not be assigned a specific numerical grade. Among 
restrikes in various metals, including platinum as offered in 
the previous lot, Robert Bashlow had produced a small num- 
ber of obverse and reverse impressions in copper blocks, as 
offered here. The specific number of these is unknown, how- 
ever, we have seen several different. This example has “004” 
lightly stamped on the bottom of the block. 

Another is in the Civil War token reference collection of 
Dave Bowers—to provide an impression of the dies—and bears 
the stamp “072” on the bottom. How many of these were 
made, we don’t know—perhaps as many as 100? Although not 
particularly rare, an unusual and intriguing offering. 
Dimensions: 77.7 mm. Diameter: 39.8 mm. by 25.4 mm. Weight: One 
pound, seven ounces 


“WEALTH OF THE SOUTH” AND 


RELATED TOKENS 
Dies by Benjamin True. 





We offer an interesting selection of Wealth of the South and 
related tokens, specimens that range from scarce to extremely 
rare, and which all have been off the market for many years. 


The general series known as the Wealth of the South tokens 
comprises multiple dies made in several different combina- 
tions and in different metals. The series seems to have been 
originated by Benjamin C. True, a Cincinnati die sinker who 
worked in the shop of John Stanton. By the summer of 1860, 
Wealth of the South pieces were offered in retail advertise- 
ments to Southerners. 


The sentiment leading to the inscription, “The wealth of the 
South,” arose in this form in the 1850s as the North and South 
increasingly became polarized. In December 1857, DeBow’s 
Review commented: “The wealth of the South is permanent and 
real, and that of the North fugitive and fictitious.” It was 
considered that the South drew its wealth from the land, which 
would forever endure. In contrast, the North was said to have 
taken its wealth from banking, manufacturing, and related 
enterprises of commerce, which were not fundamental to the 
earth. A somewhat related sentiment was espoused years later 
by presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan in his 1896 
“Cross of Gold” speech, when at the Democratic National 
Foundation meeting held on July 8, Bryan stated that if cities 
were torn down they would spring up again as by magic, but if 
farms were torn down, grass would grow in the city streets, 
concluding with the ringing statement, “You shall not press 
down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not 
crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.” Paraphrased, Bryan 
suggested that cities existed only because of the basic value 
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provided by farms and agriculture. On the We: 
tokens, the assets mentioned were cotton, rice, 
tobacco, pictured on the die in the form of an 


group. 3 

The editor (QDB) has been studying the We 
tokens and related dies for a long time, 
correspondence from anyone with tc 


alth of th 
and would | : 


iiucal infor mn 
share, including die progressions and die states. Ator 
ni 


have been able to idenufy only one Wealth of the Sout 
this exists in quite a few states. 


In contrast, the die usually muled with the Wes 
South die, lettered NO SUBMISSION TO THE NO 
depicting a palmetto tree, military equipment, any 
1860, exists in several die variations. The Wealth oft 
No Submission to the North tokens were primarily p 
in brass, often holed for suspension, and no doubt 
responsive chord among buyers and agents who ha ng le 
in the South, most probably in the general period ff 
summer of 1860 through spring 1861. This die ¢ com 


expresses southern sympathies as they were duri 
indicated, | 860. There was no dislovalty involved 
of these in Stanton’s shop, as the Civi! \War did note 
until April 1861. Before that time, many Northerng ; 
South sentiments and freely expressed them, Apar 
different dies with the NO SUBMISSION TO ‘HI 
text, two other dies with political sentiments were 
series, both with the shield motif at the center. O 
THE UNION MUST AND SHALL BE PRESER' 
other is lettered OUR RIGHTS, THE CONS 
THE UNION. 

From the summer of 1860 through the time o} the 
election, True also cut dies of the same diamé 
candidates: Abraham Lincoln appeared on 
Breckinridge on a single die, John Bell ont 
Stephen A. Douglas on a single die. The use oft 
certain instances was necessitated )y breakage, 
with these dies featuring presidental aspirants 
future residence, the Executive Mansion in} 
featured on two dies depicting this struc 
PRESIDENTS HOUSE. 


It is seen that already there are enoug 
combinations to form a small ° ‘collection”. c 
their own right. However, there was more to Com 
dies were made by True, bearing the names} 
Ohio and Tennessee. These include the follow 

In Cincinnati, Weighell & Son, trading 
Tobacco Works, is represented Gone am 
of as two separate companies, but itis actua 
vessel known as Steamer Lancaster No. 4 is a 
Cincinnati, although earlier its home port 
Memphis. Today, this p: articular die, Wiy : 

conm 
appearance, has the appés al of being 
vessel. 


i¥ 


Tennessee, come sev 
t, Hill & Cox 
Stockm 


From Memphis, 
with the imprints of Cossit 
Vinson & Co., and finally with 


BOT 


= 
Kets Lek [8/4 
“The Confederate coin of 1861...only four pieces were struck” 


532 Taylor, (Dr.) B. F., Coiner. ORIGINAL HOLOGRAPH LETTER TO L. P. HILL ESQR., SIGNED BY THE CHIEF COINER OF THE 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, STATING THAT ONLY FOUR 1861 CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLARS WERE ORIGINALLY 
STRUCK AND CONFIRMING THE AUTHENTICITY OF A SPECIMEN SUBMITTED TO HIM. New Orleans, 25th May, 1903. Single 
ruled sheet: 205 x 145 mm. Four fold-marks, a little browned and a trifle frayed at edges. Very good. (3,500.00) 


The text of this remarkable letter follows: “The Confederate coin of 1861, submitted to me for examination, is undoubtedly genuine. The execution 
is very perfect, which could not be done on any common Press, the pressure required being at least Ten-T(h)ous for its perfectness. I was Coiner 
of the Mint at the time, and only four pieces were struck, only one of which, after many years, could be located. Very Truly, (signed) B. F. Taylor.” 
L. P. Hill is not mentioned in Breen’s pedigree chains but of course he may not have owned the specimen submitted by him. The story of these 
historic four coins is well told in Breen’s 1977 Encyclopedia of U. S. and Colonial Proof Coins, and his 1988 Complete Encyclopedia of U. S. and Colonial 
Coins provides much of the same information along with additional data. A good overview may also be found in Yeoman’s Guide Book of United 
States Coins. Briefly, Taylor fled with the original die and one of the four coins when Union forces captured New Orleans. According to Breen 
(Complete Encyclopedia), “Dr. Taylor, as Chief Coiner, retained the rev. die and one of the four proofs, but maintained secrecy for over a decade after 
the war, lest he be prosecuted for treason in having supervised manufacture of the rebel coins. He broke the story in the New Orleans Picayune, 
April 9, 1879, publishing correspondence between himself and the Hon. Marcus J. Wright, of the Adjutant General’s Office. The coin dealer 
Ebenezer Locke Mason, Jr., promptly contacted Dr. Taylor and bought the coin and die, reselling both to J. W. Scott.” Taylor’s specimen, a choice 
toned proof and the finest of the four, was eventually sold by Scott to J. Sanford Saltus, who presented it to the American Numismatic Society, in 
whose collection it now resides. The other three specimens are in the cabinets of John J. Ford, Jr., Eric P. Newman and a” pvt. coll.” A unique 
document of great historical importance. (/Ilustration on facing page ts full size). 
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Peale’s Museum, Phi R. 
ADMIT THE BEARER. Very good. = __ 
812 Franklin. Bust |. R. Eagle, stars ' Genin Proof. 
Only one we have seen. 3 1. 
813 Owl with playing cards : YERSEHN IST VERSPIELT. Dif. 2 pes. 
814 Sweden. Charles X41. Baron Gortz. Set of dalers, 1715- 
19. Very good. 10 pieces. 
815 England. Chichester. Half penny, 1794. Beautiful bust of | 
Quéen Elizabeth. Uncirculated. a 
816 Bitmingham. Three-pence, 1813. View of workhouse. 
: Very fine. : 
“817 Mexico. 4 r. 1834. Very fine. Durango 4 r, 1824. R. 
Sun burst. S. L. Potosi, 4 r., 1828. Very acath 3 pieces. 
818 Early silver bracteat. Small silver, etc. Good, 1 pierced. 


10. pieces 

“4 819 Foreign copper coins. Many suitable for coll. Very good. 
yy 6 pierced. 150 pieces. 
820 Foreign and U. S. jettons, cards, ete. 12 pierced. Very 

NX good. 100 pieces. 
821 Rebellion tokens. Fine. 189 pieces. 


y CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. 
822 


7 

& Treasury Dept. Seal! Counter or raised die. Palmetto, en- 
circled by, CONFEDERATE STATFS OF AMERICA—TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT. Copper. Mounted on the original brass 
plate which was riveted to the bed plate.” Size of die #3 

or 2 inches in dia. Very fine, perfect preservation. _ 
is Nortg.—A letter from Mr. T. Frank Carlin, of Philadelphia, to the following 
effect accompanies this unique, highly valuable and remarkable relic of the Great 
fy Rebellion. In 1872 Mr. Carlin in superinteuding. the removal of some rub- 
bish from a cellar in a premises he had rented at 14502 Callowhill Street, 


Philadelphia, discovered 2 pair of soldier’s blue pants greatly decomposed, and in ate 
picking them up the above die, some buttons and a bronze medal same as given - a 
by City of Philadelphia to Caps. Creighton, Low and Stonffer for aidtoS S.San B 
Francisco were found in them. Mr. Carlin is still living and ipghnadns Si “, 
affidavit to this effect. 55 Sy 
823 The Original Confederate Cent. Head a liberty L., CONFED- 
ERATE STATES OF AMERICA 1861. R. Tobacco and sugar- Pies 
cane and cotton bale, enclosing 1 cent. Nickel. Origi 





nal. Extremely fine, slightly stained. “Excessively rare. nee 
Norg.—A letter from Mr. Carlin to the following purport aecom panies “e es ee ae 
coin. Inthe early part of 1875 he purchased it from Capt. Funston (now deceased) ; aa 
who kept a saloon on Chestnut Street between 17th and 18th, Si who — fs 
aes 

Seer. 

‘ ; ae 2 

ie 

srtie are 


: - ADROGRAPEE, BTC. z=. 











believed to have re il ieedn ick lope, by taSitake) fas Fo Lovaas 
the die on an order from the South, but who was afraid to deliver it and sub- 
Sequently when this specimen was discovered, stated that he had lost or spent his 
“op feboe ong papedanaleg is believed te be the identical one,—may 


; ~ ea sold them to J. W. Haseltine and J. ©. tastes ine 
ad restrikes made in gold, silver and copper and to their credit be it sa. © 
frained from restriking any in nickel. The dies were subsequently destroyed 
= after some 55 were struck in copper, 7 in gold, 12 in silver. Mr. Lovett struck 

‘12 in nickel in 1861. Mr. Carlin will make affidavit to the above. 


Confederate nat 1861. Splendid bright proof in copper. 
‘2 _- Restrike. ake rare. 



































~ AUTOGRAPHS, ae S 


: Feb. 26, 1861, ie sci of Holt, Sec. of War. rt 
a commission on peceimens showing date, sigs., sen! 
3 Wand deviee.. : Pa 
Lincoln, Abraham. President U. 8. Signature in full to a 
= patent, June 13, 1861; also sig. of Caleb B. Smith, Sec. 
Int. Bottom of a document on pi 
Lincoln, Abraham. Pres. U. S. ae tn in fall to a com- 
~— mission, May 24, 1864; also sig. of E. M. Stanton, Sec’y 
of War. Bottom of a A parchment as the Buchanan, 
above. » 
pees. Baron, Maj. Gori. Rev. War. Letter to Col. Oliver 
Towles urging the immediate dispatch to Albemarle bar 
racks of such reef wits “even if they amount to no more 
oe na twenty ” as he may have at his disposal... May 17. 
ee 1781.32 € ,4to. Fine, but slightly mouse-eates 
upper edge 1 early destroying the month. 
829 Cont. Loan Office. Draft U. S. on Paris $120,1%) spt 
ee ATTY. Signed by Francis Hopkinson, M.C. =) =» De- 
-elaration of Independence. 
- District of Newport. Entry for port of Warren etd Barring- 
ee ton. 1798. Sig. by Maj: Nath. Phillips. 
is be free. “Song sung on the Anni. of ye French Rey. 
ede “até ye ‘Hotel Birmingham, July 14,1791.” Copper plate 
~~ proad side. Signed I. Bisset as author. The top orma- 
mented by two oe? to liberty and Urn with. buster 


ee: ie! = * - Hg 


a 
roe, 





eae | rGeer. 190 


12 CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR. ©  - 
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186 The State of Louisiana, Shreveport, Mar. 10, 1863, $20, 5 oc 
sheets of 10 notes each, 2 of them signed (probably ficti- 
tiously). Also a sheet of 8 $3 notes of the N. O., Jackson _ 
& Gt. No. R. R., falsely signed. — Bre a 

187 Columbia, Texas. Com’l and Ag’l Bk of Texas 1 Dollar, Shoe 
sheets of 5 notes each. Unsigned. i 

188 Kossuth Hungarian Fund Dollar, accompanied by the circu- 
lar issued by the Central Hungarian Committee, N. Y., Feb... “ 
22, 1852, giving particulars of the fund and the certificates. 
issued. - Also “Little Poems for Little Readers,” a small 
book of 28 pp., printed by Sam’l Wood, N. Y., 1814. Tok <2 i 
childishly applied with pen, in several places, otherwise inex; > 


fair condition. mee e 
189 Bonds, Mortgages, Certificates, etc., Railroads, etc., Md.,.Va, 
No. Car., La., Wis. 13 varying. 19. * 
190 Confederate Bonds, Coupons, Certificates, Debentures, Fur- 3 


loughs, Passes, R. R. Tickets (issued by Q. M. Dept.), used 
Envelopes, (2 with Conf. Stamps on); also a bad example cae 
of the ‘“‘ Daily Chattanooga Rebel.” A few duplicates. 40 
191 Other and larger Bonds. 1861, Feb. 28, $50 (2); Aug. 19, ~ es ee 
$50, 500 (3, 2 var.). 1863, Feb. 20, $500 (3 var.), 1000 (2 ) 


4 


” 
“ie 


it 


var.); Apr. 30, $1000 (6). 1864, Feb. 17, $500 (8), 1000 (2), 27 
192 C. S.A. The following Affidavit and Agreement, each on a 
single sheet of note paper, must be of unusual interest to 
Numismatists and others who collect relics of the lateCon- = 


federacy. In the case of those who have entertained adoubt = 
about the existence of a genuine CONFEDERATE Hair Dot 

LAR and its die, these must go far towards dispelling it. * 
Sold (together) as 2 pieces. rae 





NUMISMATIC DEPARTMENT. 


SCOTT AND COMPANY. 


Publishers, and Dealers in 146 Fulton Street, | 
Stamps, CoINs, Etc. New York, May s, 1879. 


WE have this day purchased from Dr. B. F. Taylor, through his agent, Mr. E. 
Mason, Jr., the coin known as a Confederate Half Dollar, with the die from which the -- 
obverse was struck, together with all papers pertaining to it, and the guarantee that 
the said coin is one of Four (4) only, which were originally struck in New Orleans in 




























J. W. Scorr, 


New York, May 5, 1879. 
Epheby aifirm that the coin known as a Confederate Half Dollar 
“with the obverse die of same — sold by me to Scott & Co., is in the 
as teceived by me from Dr, Li. F. Taylor, and that no copies have been 
atyped, or other copies made. 


se : ; -E. MASON, Jr. 
ahd sworn to before me this 5th day of May, 1879. 
3 Jonun “A. SWEENEY, 
Notary Public, 
Kings Co., N. Y. 


Republic, 1869, 50 Centavos, z complete sheets and 
block of 8, unsigned, as are also those that follow. 40 
sheets of 7 notes each, 1 of 6. 20 
omplete sheets of g notes. 40 
omplete sheets as last. 50 
, complete sheets of 6 notes. : 7 
‘immed, 50 Ctvs.(28), Peso (61). 5 Pesos (26). 115 
¢. Spanish Bk of’ Havana (6), Haiti (2), San ~ 
7). Argentine. Chaco (Argentine) (3). All dif- 


few are unsigned. Fair to fine. 20 
tes of last. Havana (3), Haiti, San Domingo (25), 
> (9, all new). . Fair to good. 38 
ae ‘Banque Royal, established by John Law. 10 


Choice unc, examples. Rare. 2 
Uncirculated. . 

) Bh. same sort, one torn. 

ar 791-2, Assignats. 10 Sous, 15, 25, 50 Sols, 5, 10, 
vat), 50 Livres, 100 Francs. Chiefly fine. ro 
ith but 1 var. of the 25 Livres. Condition 


n 


18 


45 
9 


681 
682 


683 


684 


685 


686 


A VALUABLE AND HIGHLY INTERESTING “RELIC 


687 . 
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La er SEIS CHAS WISE: Fine. : : eS — 
teres bh Y7a5 Half Guihéa«- Baste suelds and scep= 
vosswise, “Fine, sharp, brilliant. casts § 


~ George J. 1738 Two Guineas. ~ Vimetesin® # i= Crowned _ 
shield. - Kenyon, Pl. XX1, 1§7.° Geet = - ee tee 

“- George IH. © 180f Halt Guince 9 & . 
Cwnd shield. Very fine. 

— Spade Guinea, 1798. Bust *.-by 1. Pes 
shield cwnd, — Fine 

— Victoria’ i860 Malt Soveersign; ks Australia, Ata be as ie 
AUST RAL Swed if wth, imi cee. ‘> 

Venice —. daditw Dandaloe 1344-54 Zecchino. Azpecpa vO, 
Doge kueetng before St. Mark. Good. 21. ox 

Bengal — Presidency. Mohur. 1196 1785-2, * Strackpae Modi” . 
sliedabad. Inscription and date in Persian, ewey.s | of © — 
Fine, rare. Weight, 190 gr. 24. = 

Madras. — Presidency. Pagoda. <A pagoda with’ ye stars on 
either side, above, pacopa. FY The god Swami. Leg. in aoe 
uli and Telugi. Fine, sharp. 17. Beis 

India in General. Vic. 184: Mohur. Head te Rx ds ee we 
Lion walking /. before tree. Zz. value i in English « and Persian. 








“Fine. 25, = ae 
Japan. Period 1736-40 Shdno Ji Koban- Fine, eal. S58: | se 


ea = 


OF THE SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY. aa 
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The die from which the dheere of the Confederate ‘Half 
was struck. ‘The obverse of the United States “Halt” 
1861, which was then in the possession. of .the wae 
Orleans, was used for the reverse. go rom these es but fee 


precious metal to strike tiem « on. art ae 
been made by a straight file-cut across the face 
further use. Otherwise, it is in perfect condition. 
- = rs 2 = 


hs ed 








The 1861 Confederate Half Dollar 


As all Confederate officialdom recognized, a prime evidence of a nation’s sovereignty is its issue of 
coinage. The situation just described was anomalous: a nation at war issuing coinage bearing the devices 
and inscriptions of its enemy. Accordingly,.on*March"6?1861" New*Orleans’* Mint Superintendent’ Elmore 
wrote,G:GeMemminger, Confederate secretaryof the Treasury: “When. the. Government:of the’ Confeder- 
ate States*asstiimes active controlover the operations of this institution, I assume” aba Aaa 
dies, with new.devices:and ins¢riptioris. Toprocurethem will take time. “Would itnot b e well to « 
preparations, forsthe»new"state of things?” Memminger, a shrewdly conservative German jain - 

ar eston, replied: “Pwishyyow would:see:somerof the:persons'in*New Orleans,who.deal.in engravings or 











designs*from them for the*various coins, and send them here-immediately I 


eumgestabosthT@nPvedeSionn ‘something new and appropriate to:the South; leaving to*the North=the 


rer Pane ” Elmore immediately obtained several designs for a proposed new coinage, 
among them a model from Lloyd Glover of the National Bank Note Company in New York, the same firm 


that printed 


the first issue of Confederate paper currency. These designs were all sent to the Secretary at 


Montgomery, one shipment forwarded by Adams Express on April 22, another, a drawing for a rebel $20 
coin, prepared by the New Orleans architects Gallier and Esterbrook, being forwarded April 29, 1861. 
Meanwhile a local die sinker named A.H.M. Patterson appeared on the scene and submitted a design for a 
half dollar reverse die (to be combined with the regular Liberty Seated obverse), which was immediately 
accepted. Dr. Taylor, the Chief Coiner, later wrote that all the mint officers, himself included, were pre- 
sent in mid-April, 1861, when four (and four only) specimens were struck from Patterson’s new die and a 
regular 1861 obverse die on a hand screw press. Taylor testified that one of the pieces went to President 
Jefferson Davis, one to Prof. Riddell of the University of Louisiana, and one to Dr. E. Ames, prominent 
New Orleans physician; the Coiner himself kept the fourth. 


Patterson’ 


s design was well received by all concerned. However, after the fastidious hand striking of 


four impressions, coinage of the new Confederate half dollars was suspended. For well over a century col- 
lectors and historians have erroneously attributed this suspension to a lack of bullion. The real explana- 
tion appears in the letter of April 12, 1861 from Memminger to Superintendent Elmore, which called a 
halt to the arrangements being made to procure designs and samples for a Confederate coinage. Mem- 
minger, cautious as always, explained that since hostilities had intervened, “it is not probable that much 


coinage will 


be required, while it is certain that the Government will need the Bullion fund for its necessi- 


ties. Under all circumstances, you had better reduce immediately your expenditures in every practicable 
way, and dismiss workmen so as to leave the establishment merely property taken care of until Congress 
may pass upon such plan as I may submit under the information to be derived from you.” 


Elmore and Taylor did not inform Memminger of the successful striking of their splendid half dollars. 
They couldn’t! Twenty-one years later, in a little-known correspondence, Patterson DuBois, Assistant 
Assayer at the Philadelphia Mint, wrote: “Certainly, as the coinage of a pretended nation, it is unique; 


and not the 
have struck 


proper depth. They therefore were struck in a screw press, a slow process relegated in this fast age to 


medals and 


high-speed steam presses installed in the New Orleans Mint had to be of a proper depth; if the designs | N 
and letters were cut or punched too deeply a normal blow in the press would produce only a faint or partly | ¢ 
legible impression. Patterson knew his business. Was his error an honest mistake, or is it possible that his 
recently sworn allegiance to the Confederacy was merely perfunctory? We will never really know. 


least singular feature in this case, is that of the dies being so deeply sunk, that no press could 
a piece from them at one blow. In this, as in other matters, the Confederacy got beyond its 


master-pieces.” In today’s vernacular, A-H.M. Patterson “goofed.” Dies for the (even then) 
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eral coinage but different in details, encloses the inscription 
MANASSAS./21/JULY/1861. Beads surround. 

The battle at Bull Run this date was a defining moment in the 
Civil War. Up to that point the Union Army anticipated an easy win. 
After the fall of Fort Sumter on April 14, 1861, President Lincoln 
called for a three-month enlistment of soldiers, figuring that was 
all it would take. Gala parades and sendoffs took place in cities, as 
soldiers, sometimes decked out in bright colors, marched down the 
streets and were given farewells by families and sweethearts. Surely 
they would be back in no time at all. 

The Battle of Bull Run, specifically depicted on this medalet, 
changed this scenario completely, with a decisive win for the Con- 
federacy. The event pitted General McDowell of the Union Army 
against General Beauregard for the Confederacy. The ill-trained 
Union Army, many of whom were approaching the end of their 
90-day enlistment, marched from Washington expecting to make 
short work of their Confederate foes. In fact, non-combatants came 
out in carriages to watch the action, so sure were the northerners of 
quick and final victory. Although the Union Army was nearly able 
to break through and win the day, the Confederates, inspired by the 
leadership of General Thomas J. Jackson who stood “like a stone wall” 
in the face of the enemy, were able to hold until reinforcements, led 
by Joseph E. Johnston arrived. The Confederates charged (the first 
use of the famed “Rebel yell”) and the Union forces fled back to 
Washington on roads clogged with fleeing civilians, leaving behind 
equipment and gear as well as all hope of a quick and victorious end 
to the war. 

As to the purpose of this particular “Beauregard” dime, as it has 
sometimes been called, certainly it qualifies as a Civil War token, and 
as such is of commanding importance. However, its link with the 
Confederacy is probably more important with regard to demand and 
value. As the piece was intended to be holed, perhaps to be worn by 
Confederate soldiers, and the rim is specifically made for this purpose, 
that is not a negative. A fine piece of Confederate Americana, this 
should attract much interest. 


Notes from a Century Ago 
In The Numismatist, March 1905, Henry Clay Ezekiel contributed 
an article, “The Confederate Half Dollar of 1861,” which listed sale 
records for numerous specimens of the restrikes made by J.W. Scott in 
1879, as well as several sales of original and restrike 1861 Confederate 
States of America one-cent pieces. 


Also mentioned were the following coins: 
The silver pieces known as Confederate dimes, and the size of the U.S. dimes of 
the period, were struck at the New Orleans Mint with the heads of Jefferson Davis and 


Gen. Beauregard. These have sold in recent sales from $6 to $19 each. 
Today, we know that the “Confederate dimes,” appropriate to 
separate listings in the present American Numismatic Rarities sale, 
were privately made. 
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1861 “Jefferson Davis Dime” 


From the Ford Collection 


(2x photo) 


1861 Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis 
“dime.” Choice VF. Fresh from the auction block, this 
piece was a highlight of the fabulous collection formed over 
the years by John J. Ford, Jr. From the same engraving hand 
as the “Beauregard dime,” this piece is of related genre. 

Appearing as Lot 330 in the Stack’s Ford I sale, October 
14, 2003, the piece was catalogued as follows: Choice Very 
Fine. Very rare: fewer than 15 different specimens are thought 
to survive. The obverse of this enigmatic medalet bears the 
bust of President Jefferson Davis facing to the right. Around 
is inscribed JEFFERSON.DAVIS. Below are the engraver’s 
initials, C.R. The reverse bears a laurel wreath with the date 
1861 within and the legend CSA FIRST PRESIDENT 
around. The edge is reeded. The piece was once looped at 
the top for wearing as this seems to be the way they were 
made. Apparently made of silver and at 17.8 mm is about 
the diameter of a U.S. dime, which is how the piece got its 
name. The origin of the piece is obscure but since John Work 
Garrett bought his example from the June, 1886 Maris sale 
we know that they were made within 25 years of their date 
at the very latest. The fact that the engraver of the Jefferson 
Davis dime also cut the portrait die for the 1861 Beauregard 
dime, together with the fact that the Beauregard dime was 
first mentioned in 1868 in the American Journal of Numismatics, 
strongly suggests that the Jefferson Davis dime also dates back 
to 1868 and was part of a set of medalets honoring heroes 
of the Confederate States of America. John Ford noted in 
Numisma (November-December 1956) that a Jefferson Davis 
dime exist in gold (first described by Frossard in Numisma 
May 1879) and stated he thought the issue had been struck 
in Paris. Itis unlikely that the Jefferson Davis dime was issued 
by or even for the Confederacy. The 1861 Confederate half 
dollar is the only coin the CSA is known to have struck and 
the 1861 CSA cent is the only coin believed to have been 
privately made for the Confederacy. The Jefferson Davis dime 
may have been made in 1861 in Paris as an ornament to be 
worn by those supporting the Old South’s cause at a time 
when the fortunes of the rebels were at their height.” 

To add to this description would be gilding the lily, so we 
will simply mention that this, the Beauregard dime, and the 
suite of Confederate cents, come together to represent an of- 
fering ina single sale that may have no counterpart elsewhere, 
not in the Ford sales, and not likely to occur in the future. 

From Stack’s sale of the John J. Ford Collection Part I, October 
2003, Lot 330. Earlier from H.T. Zinsmeister, October 1963. 
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Unique Washington Head C.S.A. Cent Muling 
Henry Chapman, circa 1877 


(2x photo) 


Undated (c.1877). Washington Head Confederate cent 
muling. MS-60. Illustriously, indeed remarkably, pedi- 
greed. Its last market appearance was in the Phillip Flannagan 
Collection catalogue, Bowers and Merena, November 2001, 
from which this description is adapted, in part. 

Struck from rusted dies and thus with irregular fields. 
Obverse strike slightly doubled. Somewhat crudely struck, 
probably under “rustic” circumstances, from dies and states 
described below. So far as we know, this is the only specimen 
struck and, therefore, is the only specimen known to exist. The 
appearance of the piece is, shall we say, unprepossessing, but as 
it is unique, this point is not as important as it might otherwise 
be. Ina phrase, the piece is what it is, and that’s that! 

The parameter of interest in this piece would seem to be 
threefold: 

1. To the collector of Confederate States of America coinage, 
this piece would be the rarity of rarities—more elusive than the 1861 
C.S.A. cent or half dollar, original strikes or restrikes. 

2. To the collector of Civil War tokens, from the obvious Lovett 
connection and the assignment of the obverse die to the Civil War 
token series. 

3.To the collector of Washingtoniana. 

The obverse is from a die by Robert Lovett, Jr., Philadelphia, 
known as Fuld Civil War token die 115 B, which is a later state of 
die 115 with the date 1792 added below. Baker-208 (without date) 
and 209 (date added) are from the same obverse die. George J. Fuld 
and Russell Rulau suggest that Baker-209 and metal variations were 
struck “about 1860.” 

Description of obverse die: 1792 Washington portrait fac- 
ing night. GEORGE / WASHINGTON to left and right. Date 
1792 in script numerals near bottom border. Signature of engraver, 
LOVETT, below neck. Dentils at border have rounded tops and 
rounded tips. Additional die note(s): Ist G (GEORGE) opposite 
top ribbon and back of hair. LOVETT signature is nearly completely 
lapped off the die, and only a few traces remain. Date 1792 hand- 
cut in the die. 

Description of reverse die: 1 / CENT within open wreath of 
corn and wheat. Cotton bale below with initial L for Lovett. This is 
the die cut by Robert Lovett, Jr., and originally combined with the 
1861-dated Confederate States of America die. The history of the 
Confederate States of America cents, originals and restrikes in this 
catalogue, given separately, is integral to this coin as well. As to the 
unique piece here offered, specific commentary is presented below: 


Notes on the Washington / C.S.A. Muling 
What happened to the Confederate cent dies after 1874 might 
be, to paraphrase Horace Greeley, “mighty interesting reading.” 
Indeed, most of what we know is from an article, “The Confederate 
Cent,” indeed interesting to read, by John J. Ford, Jr., in The Coin 
Collectors Journal, January-February 1951, cited under our history of 
the CSA cent. 


Somewhere along the way the reverse die was partially defaced 
by two shallow and one very light punch by a chisel. The dies ac- 
quired light rust. 

At an unknown time, but probably in the late 19th century 
(John J. Ford, Jr., suggests in 1877, perhaps based on documentation 
of which the present writer is not aware, but seemingly stated with 
authority), the Confederate reverse die in the state just described 
was combined with an obverse die cut by Robert Lovett, Jr., and 
used earlier to make tokens dated 1860. The portrait of Washington, 
adapted from the 1785 Jean Antoine Houdon bust, was employed, 
with GEORGE to the left and WASHINGTON to the night. 
Sometime after striking the 1860-dated tokens the date 1792 was 
engraved into the die, although this has no particular connection 
with the life of Washington (except, perhaps, that it was this year 
that the Philadelphia Mint was established, and Washington, who 
was headquartered in Philadelphia at the time, was involved). An 
absorbing account of Washington and his connection with the 1792 
silver half dismes, by Dr. Joel J. Orosz and Carl Herkowitz, has just 
been published by the American Numismatic Society. 

The rusted, slightly defaced Confederate reverse die was com- 
bined with the Lovett Washington die, and, so far as is known, only 
one impression was made, in only copper metal, that being the piece 
offered here. As noted, John Ford (1951) gives Henry Chapman as 
the maker. Chapman, born in 1859, did collect interesting things, 
and perhaps this was a curiosity. In any event, the solitary coin, now 
offered for sale, was sold to George M. Parsons, and subsequently 
appeared as Lot 1030 in the Chapman brothers’ sale of the George M. 
Parsons Collection. It brought all of $2 at the sale and was bought in 
by Henry Chapman, who added it to his stock, with a retail price of 
$10. Parsons must have enjoyed owning this piece, as his numismatic 
interests were eclectic, as reflected by the title of the Chapman offer- 
ing: Catalogue of the Magnificent Collection of American Colonial Coins, 
Historical and National Medals, United States Coins, U.S. Fractional Cur- 
rency, Canadian Coins and Medals, Etc., Formed by the Late Hon. George 
M. Parsons. In his lifetime, on October 16, 1885, Edouard Frossard 
had auctioned a collection of early American historical items and early 
coins for Parsons. The unique coin was kept by Henry Chapman for 
the rest of his life, until his passing in 1935. It then went through the 
Chapman estate to Edmund A. Rice, Prospect Plains, New Jersey, 
where it was in 1951 when Ford wrote his article. 

Later, the unique Washington / C.S.A. muling, here offered, 
passed to the cabinet of Washington tokens and medals formed over 
a long period of years by George Fuld and his father Melvin. George 
was and is a real prince ofa person, and I could write much about my 
interface with him over the years. We first met in the 1950s when 
I visited his home in Wakefield, Massachusetts, at which time he 
was associated with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Cambridge. On that visit I bought thousands of Civil War tokens, 
another Fuld specialty. 

From George I bought the unique muling here offered. Then 
in the Empire Review, March-April 1962 it was presented for sale 
as follows: 

Unique C.S.A. Muling: We offer the famous unique Confederate States of 
America muling with George Washington’s portrait on the obverse and the C.S.A. 
cent reverse. This well-known piece was made by and for Henry Chapman in 1877. 


Only one was struck. From the Chapman estate via several others to Dr. George Fuld 
and then to us. Priceless, as it is the only one in existence. $2,750. 


To preclude the possibility of writing a book about this coin, 
we will end our narrative here, except to say that from us it changed 
hands several times, later being acquired by a well known connoisseur 
from the land of the bayous, who included it as part ofa set of C.S.A. 
cents in different metals, then to Stack’s, then to a private buyer for 
about $15,000, this being history in our own time—alluded to under 
our general history of the CSA cents. 

The appearance of this coin makes the present American Numis- 
matic Rarities offering of Confederate States of America cents the 
only complete listing of cent variations ever—what with an original 
in copper-nickel, restrikes in gold, silver, and copper, and the unique 


Washington / CSA cent. 
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Henry Chapman, Circa 1877, to George M. Parsons; Henry 
Chapman’s Sale of the George M. Parsons Collection, June 1914, 
Lot 1030; Henry Chapman; Henry Chapman Estate, 1935 to 
Edmund A. Rice; Dr. George Fuld Collection; Empire Coin Com- 
pany Empire Review, March-April 1962; Unknown Intermediaries; 
Stack’s; Unknown Intermediaries; Bowers and Merena Galleries; 
Bowers and Merena’s Sale of the Phillip Flannagan Collection, 
November 2001, Lot: 5397; to our present consignor. 


PATIER.N COINS 


More than 50 dynamic patterns grace this sale, and well they should 
gather here—judging by past sales, ANR is among the leading pattern 
specialists in the numismatic auction field. A dozen rare and exciting 
cent patterns are offered, chiefamong them a Rarity-8 1873 Indian cent 
in aluminum, one ofa very small number thought to exist. A pair of three- 
cent patterns is offered, and five-cent piece patterns—seven all told—can 
also be found, perhaps the most important among them a nice example 
of J-1067, Rarity-8, an 1871 five-cent pattern in aluminum. There are 
only three patterns of the ten-cents persuasion, but what a three they 
are, two called Rarity-7, and one called Rarity-8! Only two quarter 
dollar patterns are here, J-735 of 1869 (Low Rarity-7), and J-1097 of 
1871 (Rarity-6+). Half dollars are one of the highlight denominations, 
with several rarities including three called Rarity-8—1877 J-1507, one 
of the Morgan rarities; 1877 J-1529, Barber’s famous “Helmeted” head 


rarity; and 1885 J-1746, a Liberty Seated pattern in aluminum, one of 


just two known! A “splasher” STANDARD SILVER half dollar reverse 
in lead is also featured, J-A1870-2. Among pattern dollars can be found 
no fewer than 11 great and popular rarities including a “Shield Earring” 
dollar, 1882 J-1703, Rarity-7+, as well as two pieces—1871 J-1124, 
and 1871 J-1144, both Rarity-8! For those pattern specialists who enjoy 
taking a step outside the ordinary—and who doesn’t on occasion?—we 
proudly offer “The Dollar Dies Experiment” of John Harvey Pinches of 
England, circa 1900, including the Morgan dollar dies made by Pinches 
through an as yet undiscovered method, plus a two-headed “Morgan” 
dollar struck from the 1879-dated dies, unique in silver, though others are 
known in various metals. A beautiful contemporary box 1s also included. 
Further on, a Rarity-8 aluminum trade dollar pattern, 1873 J-1303 is 
a definite highlight. We close out with an 1871 aluminum half eagle 
pattern, J-1171, Rarity-8; a copper 1878 “Morgan” half eagle, J-1578, 
Low Rarity-7; an 1872 aluminum $10 pattern, J-1249, Rarity-8; an 
1861 “Broadstrike” gilt copper $20, J-288, Rarity-8; and finally one 
of the most desirable of all pattern issues, an 1877 $50 “Half Union” 
in gilt copper! This is what pattern collecting is all about! 


Fascinating 1853 J-149 Pattern 1¢ 


1853 pattern cent. Judd-149, Pollock-178. Rarity-6+. 
Proof-64 (PCGS). German silver. Reeded edge. A very 
nice coin, but in a holder that shows a bit of friction on the 
outside surfaces, an ideal candidate for reholdering by the fine 
folks at PCGS (probably for a nominal charge). Apart from 
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that, the coin is very attractive, a nice example which prob- 
ably could be called a grade higher. In fact, the designation 
Proof is a misnomer, as the dies have no Proof surface at all. 
The obverse is struck from a circulation die of a regular 1853 
gold quarter eagle, lending fascination. The reverse was hast- 
ily made up at the Mint simply to create something that said 
ONE/CENT, but with the two words spaced far apart. The 
idea was simply to show what a small diameter cent would 
look like. The reverse die was not polished either and, in fact, 
is highly lustrous. The cataloguer (QDB) has no problem 
calling this MS-65. However, the owner can do as he or she 
pleases. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

During this era the Mint was engaged in a wide program to revise 
the “large” copper cent, which by 1850 had become increasingly 
expensive to manufacture and was viewed as clumsy. Beginning in 
1850 various experimental coins and patterns were made of smaller 
diameter, continuing through and including 1856, at which time the 
Flying Eagle device was decided upon. Along the way there were 
quite a few interesting variations, some of which are quite illogical, 
the quarter eagle die being used here projecting J-149 to the top of 
the list of curiosities, or perhaps close, as there are other contenders 
(such as the pattern cent made by copying the obverse of an 1854 
silver dollar and reducing the diameter. 

From the New Millennium Collection. 


Gem Proof 1853 Liberty Head Cent Pattern 


Judd-150, Low Rarity-7 
Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 


(2x photo) 

1853 pattern cent. J-150, P-178. Rarity-7-. Proof-65 
(PCGS). German silver. Reeded edge. Thick planchet. 
Bnght silver gray with lightly frosted motifs and somewhat 
reflective fields. One of perhaps a dozen or so examples of this 
popular issue currently known, a pattern that uses the stan- 
dard quarter eagle obverse of the era, designed by Gobrecht, 
coupled with a thin reverse wreath with seven berries dexter, 
six berries sinister, and ONE CENT on two lines within the 
wreath. A sharply struck specimen that is easily worthy of the 
assigned grade. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

The composition of J-150 is 30% nickel, 60% copper, and 
10% zinc. 
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Choice 1854 J-158 Error Pattern Cent 
Among the Most Curious American Issues 


(2x photo) 


1854 pattern cent. J-158, P-185. Rarity-6+. Proof-64 
(PCGS). Bright and lustrous silver with pale golden overtones 
on frosted motifs and mirrored fields. The uspatterns.com “plate” 
coin. The J-158 cent is unusual enough to begin with, upon 
the details of which we will elaborate. This coin is even more 
unusual inasmuch as it is a mint error, a rare class within the 
pattern category. Indeed, in the catalogue for this coin’s most 
recent auction appearance (see pedigree below), the piece was 
listed in the errors section and not under patterns. The dies are 
both aligned in the same direction, rather than opposite, and 
the coin was struck with the planchet off register. The obverse 
has the details missing from the top area, while, in compensa- 
tion, the lower part of the coin is bolder than usual. On the 
reverse the off-center striking is even more pronounced, with 
areas of blank planchet along the bottom. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer (just one as a mint error). 

For the advanced collector of patterns this piece will be a nice 
exhibit item, a “story coin.” Beyond that, this is one of the more 
fascinating issues in the pattern category. In 1854 the Mint was in 
the midst of experiments to create a one-cent piece that would be 
thinner, narrower, and lighter than the copper “large” cents then in 
use. Production of the latter was becoming increasingly expensive, 
and beginning in 1850 a number of ideas were advanced for smaller 
sized versions. 

Although in 1854 Liberty Head and Flying Eagle patterns were 
made of the cent denomination, for this particular diameter and 
format there were no dies on hand. An already struck 1854 Liberty 
Seated silver dollar was placed in the reducing lathe in the Engraving 
Department of the Mint, and over a period of time while the coin 
was firmly grasped and was rotated in synchrony with a stylus and 
cutting tool, the design was reduced from dollar sized to that shown 
here. The object was to create a pattern coin, not a piece for display 
or for numismatic purposes, this being in the era before such things 
were popularly practiced at the Mint, which did not begin until 
spring 1859. Accordingly, this piece and its cousins are patterns in 
the truest sense. Moreover, no restrikes were made. 

The obverse hub created by the pantographic action of the reduc- 
ing lathe displayed circular patterns from the stylus. The field was 
ground off and given a high degree of polish, prooflike or even Proof, 
but nothing was done to finesse the Liberty Seated figure, which was 
a bit blurry as a result. Also certain aspects of the date did not transfer 
boldly, and the 4 now appears as a 1. At quick glance this seems to be 
an “1851” coin. As for the reverse, that was made up from scratch, 
hastily, by taking a stock (presumably) wreath, punching it into a 
die, and adding the numeral 1 and CENT. 

Every now and then an example of this variety comes to hand, 
always a treat. However, very few have the quality of Proof surface 
exhibited on the present coin, indicating that this must have been 
an especially early strike. Moreover, although we have probably seen 


far more Proofs than most professionals, this particular mint error or 
anything like it among similar specimens, has never come to hand. 


From Superior’s sale of May 2003, Lot 3335. 


Popular Copper 1854 Liberty Seated 1¢ Pattern 
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Judd-159, High Rarity-7 
Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 
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(2x photo) 


1854 pattern cent. J-159, P-186. Rarity-7+. Proof-64 
BN (PCGS). Copper. Plain edge. Medium golden tan with 
some deeper highlights on both sides. Struck from an obverse 
die that was crudely reduced from Gobrecht’s circulating 
Liberty Seated dollar design type, brought down to smaller 
size using the Mint’s portrait lathe; the diminishing of the 
design created much weakness and loss of details, including 
at the 4 in the date, which here appears to be a 1. Further, 
heavy concentric die lathe lines are noted. The reverse is a 
robust wreath, slightly open at the top, ribbon at bottom, 
and 1 CENT within wreath. The present specimen is one of 
seven called Proof-64 BN by PCGS, with no other example 
of J-159 certified finer than the present specimen within any 
color designation. A grand opportunity for pattern cent aficio- 
nados. 

PCGS Population: 7; none finer within any designation. 

There is a small chance the present specimen may be an electro- 
type, or Judd-159a, a distinction new to the latest edition of the Judd 
reference. True die-struck examples of J-159 are much rarer than the 
electrotypes, though those are quite rare in their own right. Grading 
services did not make any differentiation between the two styles in the 
past, but the advent of the newest Judd book may change that. 


Attractive 1854 J-161 Pattern Cent 





1854 pattern cent. J-161, P-187. Rarity-4. Proof-64 
BN (PCGS). Bronze. Plain edge. An attractive example, 
brown-yellow surfaces with the Proof fields being somewhat 
porous and the toning in streaks, not from any mishandling of 
the coin at all, but from the rolling of the planchet, with the 
alloys not completely blended and the surfaces not completely 
smooth. It is such features that, when understood, contribute 
to the fascination of the pattern series. If the Judd book on 
patterns were twice its regular size, it would be enjoyable to 
add all sorts of footnotes describing such situations. 
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6663 1861 Confederate States of America half dollar. Restrike by 
J.W. Scott, 1879. AU-55 or better with obverse die break from 
Miss Liberty’s nose; the die used to coin C.S.A. originals. From 
the New York Public Library Collection sold by us in 1982 

The description of this piece. by Dr. George Fuld and Q. David 
Bowers, appeared as follows in our 1982 offering of the New York 
Public Library Collection, Lot 2891: 

Newly discovered early restrike of the Confederate half 
dollar. This coin. and the one in the following lot were the 
subject of a recent article in the July 14, 1982 issue of Coin 
World. Basically. these two restrikes predate the regular Scott 
restrikes, and were struck directly on 1861 half dollars without 
the surface being smoothed down (planing) first. The well- 
known regular Confederate half dollar restrikes were made 
by J.W. Scott in 1879 on planed down 1861-O regular U.S 
halves. Simply, these two restrikes almost identical to each 
other, were not made on planed down coins, but overstruck 
on the existing U.S. 1861-O half dollar. To understand the 
probable reason for this, it is helpful to know the history of 
these coins as stated by contemporary scholars. Dr. B.F. Tay- 
lor and David Proskey 

The background of the 1861 Confederate States of Ameri- 
ca half dollar is as follows: In February of that year, the state 
of Louisiana turned over to the Confederate States, the United 
States Mint at New Orleans which had come under the con- 
trol of the South. Dr. B.F. Taylor, chief coiner of the Confeder- 
ate States Mint, related on April 7, 1879. the story of the 
Confederate half dollar coinage in response to a request made 
by Marcus J. Wright of the War Department in Washington 

Your favor requesting a statement of the history of the 

New Orleans Mint, in reference to the coinage under the Con- 

federate government, is received. That institution was turned 

over by the state of Louisiana, the last of February 1861, to 

the Confederate States of America, the old officers being re- 

tained and confirmed by the government: William A. Elmore 
superintendent: A.J. Guyrot, treasurer; M.F. Bonzano. M.D 

melter and refiner: and Howard Millspaugh. assayer. In the 
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1861 CSA Restrike 50c 


Remarkable Early Restrike 





month of. April orders were issued by Mr. Memminger, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to the effect the designs for half dollars 
should be submitted to him for approval. Among several sent 
the one approved bore on the obverse of the coin a represen- 
tation of the goddess of Liberty. surrounded by 13 stars 
denoting the 13 states from which the Confederacy sprung. 
and on the lower rim the figures 1861. On the reverse there 
is a shield with seven stars, representing the seceding states: 
bove the shield is a liberty cap, and entwined around it stalks 
- 


ow 


sugar cane and cotton, ‘Confederate States of America 
e dies were engraved by A.H.M. Patterson, engraver and 
ie sinker, who is now living- im Commercial Place 
They were prepared for the coining press by Conrad 
Schmidt. foreman of the coining room (wi 
which four pieces only were struck. About this‘time an ord- 
r came from the Secretary suspending Operations on account 
of the difficulty of obtaining bullion. and the Mint was closed 
on April 30, 1861 
Of the four pieces mentioned. ane was sent to the govern- 

ment, one presented to Professor Biddle of the University 
of Louisiana, one sent to Dr. E. Ames of New Orleans, the 
remaining one being retained by myself. Upon diligent in- 
quiry in the possession of a Confederate officer of this city 
who transmitted it to his son as a souvenir of his father’s in 
the Confederate cause 

As is true with the Confederate cent (not discussed here) 
the existence of the Confederate half dollar was unknown 
for many years after its coinage. It was not until 1879 that 
Dr. Taylor revealed that he owned a specimen. In April of 
that year Taylor sent his coin, together with the original 
reverse die, to E. Mason. Ir.. a Philadelphia coin dealer. with 
the instructions to tell the public of the coin’s existence 

The die subsequently found its way to J.W. Scott & Co., coin 
and stamp dealers (still in business today, but no coins are 
handled). David Proskey, a former employee of Scott. relat- 
ed how restrikes were made from the original die: 
J.W. Scott bought the die of the reverse of the Confed- 
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erate half dollar, together with the Proof specimen of the only 
known Confederate half dollar, at that time, from E.B. Mas- 
on, Jr. of Philadelphia. The United States government had 
seized the obverse as its property, and could have seized 
both sides, as at the close of the war in 1865 the U.S. govern- 
ment became the heir of the Confederacy. 

“Scott decided to strike impressions from his die, and he 
sent out circulars offering silver restrikes at $2 each, agree- 
ing to have only 500 United States half dollars of New Orleans 
mintage with the reverse drilled off. Then for fear that the die 
would break, a steel collar was affixed, and 500 impressions 
in white metal were struck in order to be able to supply some- 
thing should the die go to pieces, but the die held intact even 
after the silver pieces were struck. Each of the latter obverses 
(Liberty Seated) was placed on a blank of soft brass and then 
struck on a screw press. This helped to keep the obverse from 
flattening. The writer supervised the process so that the wor- 
kers kept no specimens for souvenirs. The die was then 
softened and cut across, so that no more could be struck from 
the perfect die. The die now reposes in the collection of the 
Louisiana Historical Society, the gift of Mr. J. Sanford Saltus. 
A couple of brass impressions exist showing the ridge across. 
These are now in the collection of Mr. Elliott Smith, New York 
City. 

“When all were struck Scott sent out circulars with the coins 
to the subscribers offering to pay 50c each over the subscrip- 
tion price for the return of any of the pieces, stating as a rea- 
son ‘oversubscription’ which was untrue. It was doubtful if 
over 250 were sold, as Scott had a plentiful supply of them 
for over 30 years thereafter. He gradually raised the price 
to $15 each. The original Proof half dollar was several times 
placed in various auction sales, but was always ‘bought in.’ 
Finally the writer sold it to Mr. J. Sanford Saltus for $3,000, 
who presented it to the American Numismatic Society.’ 

A few basic additional facts on Confederate halves are im- 
portant. All 1861-O halves should weight 192. grains with 
about a 2 grain tolerance. All four of the original half dollars 
weigh from 185. to 192. grains. Of the restrikes previously 
noted, the maximum weight is 187 grains, with most from 
165 to 180 grains. All restrikes show considerable die rust 
on the reverse. 

When the two restrikes (and they are obvious restrikes even 
at first glance) in the New York Public Library Collection were 
examined, there was an apparent major difference. They have 
the characteristic reverse die rust. However, they weighed 
188.2 grains (this lot) and 187.5 grains (Lot 2892) respective- 
ly clearly on the high side. Each has a full obverse rim, as 
they were struck in a holding collar, which accounts for the 
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partial flattening of the edge reeding. Both, however, were 
overstruck on 1861-O half dollars, without the reverse be- 
ing turned down. ie 

How and why these two particular coins were produced 
iS an important question. The most probable hypothesis for 
their existence is that when Scott went to mint his coins, his 
first attempt at producing them would be the easiest way pos- 
sible. Why ground down one side of the coins (some 500 half 
dollars were processed), if it can be avoided by striking direct- 
ly over the U.S. half dollar reverse? The photographs in this 
lot and in Lot 2892 show the result. The underimpression of 
regular coin is clearly visible, and especially all the outstde 
circular letterings and the outline of the eagle is visible. Scott's 
customers would never have paid $2 apiece for coins where 
the most important side showed clear overstriking. 

It is very important to note that on the reverse of this 
coin... concentric rings appear. About 4 grains of silver were 
removed from the center of the eagle by turning the coin 
in a lathe and using a cross-cut tool in an effort to prepare 
a better striking surface. On this coin the letters HA of HALF 


are clearly visible to the left of the smaller HALF DOLLAR ° 


legend on the Confederate coin. The outline of the eagle is 
especially clear to the right of CON of CONFEDERATE. 

Another important difference of these two early restrikes. 
all regular Confederate halves have regular coin alignment. 
This specimen also has regular coin alignment, head to tails: 
however, the specimen in the next lot has medal alignment, 
or head to head. The importance of this will be discussed 
in the following lot discussion. It is probable that both of these 
pieces were struck with a lead obverse cushion rather than 
brass. The obverse appears less flattened than normal res- 
trikes, but the softness of the lead possibly caused the lack 
of sharpness on both specimens on the Confederate side. 

A final difference, only the present 188.2 grn. piece has 
the special characteristic of the diebreak from the nose to 
the border typical of all four of the known originals. The 
1861-O half dollar issued under Confederate auspices with 
U.S. dies shows the diebreak about 30% of the time. |Q. David 
Bowers’ note, 1990: This is not correct; the issue with die 
break is much rarer; at least 15 to 25 times rarer than the 
perfect die.| 

In summary, this special early restrike of the Confederate 
half dollar is undoubtedly a precursor to the regular copies. 
It weighs 188.2 grains and shows strong traces of the regu- 
lar U.S. half dollar under the Confederate side. The obverse 
of the piece grades EF-40, while the Confederate side is AU-55 


_ but weakly struck in the left shield area. 
~ We estimate the value of this remarkable piece as $4,000 to $6,000. 
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